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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 

2. The drawings are objected to because in Fig. 3, reference character "22" should 
be labeled -Signal I/O Unit- instead of "Signal I/O Terminal". 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not 
be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate 
figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the 
brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must 
be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-6, 8-11, 13-18, and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ishii et al. (U.S. Patent 5,745,640). 

Regarding claim 1, Ishii et al. discloses a recording apparatus for storing a 
motion picture having image data, the recording apparatus comprising: a 
recording unit including an image storage area portion and an index area portion 
(col. 5, lines 51-56; col. 6, lines 38-40); an image writing unit which sequentially 
writes the image data of the motion picture into the image storage area portion of 
the recording unit (col. 5, lines 51-56); an address writing unit which writes an 
address for addressing a first image data of the motion picture into the index area 
portion of the recording unit as a start address of the motion picture (col. 8, lines 
18-21; col. 10, lines 43-47); and a memory in which an address for addressing a 
last image data which has been stored into the image storage area portion of the 
recording unit is stored (col. 9, lines 51-53; col. 10, lines 55-57). 
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Regarding claim 2, Ishii et al. discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that each time the image writing unit 
has written the image data into the image storage area portion, the address 
writing unit rewrites an address of the newly stored image data over the address 
presently stored in the memory (col. 20, lines 53-59). 

Regarding claim 3, Ishii et al. discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the address writing unit rewrites 
the address each time the image data of one frame has been stored in the image 
storage area portion (col. 20, lines 53-59). 

Regarding claim 4, Ishii et al. discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 including that the flag data which indicates 
whether an end address for addressing the last image data of the motion picture 
is written or not into the index portion is stored in the memory (col. 9, lines 51- 
55). 

Regarding claim 5, Ishii et al. discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 4 as well as further disclosing an index 
confirming unit which checks, based on the flag data, whether the end address 
for addressing the last image data of the motion picture is written or not into the 
index area portion (col. 9, lines 51-55 - it is inherent that if there a flag making it 
possible to always detect any program end address then there has to be a 
confirming unit that checks the flag). 
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Regarding claina 6, Ishii et al. discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 4, and 5 as well as disclosing that upon 
turning on the recording unit after the recording unit is turned off once, the index 
confirming unit checks whether the end address is written or not into the index 
area portion (It is inherent that once the unit is turned off and turned back on the 
end address of the video will be checked to determine if recording has been 
completed. This can be done two different ways, one by checking the address 
flag (col. 9, lines 51-55) and one by checking the recording completed flag (B3) 
(col. 10, line 62 -col. 11, line 1). 

Regarding claim 8, grounds for rejecting claim 4 apply in for claim 8 in its 
entirety. 

Regarding claim 9, Ishii et al. discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1 and 8 including that the index area portion has 
an area where the end address of the motion picture is stored (Fig. 6), and the 
recording unit stores the flag data into the area of the index area portion (Fig. 5). 

Regarding claims 10 and 11, grounds for rejecting claims 5 and 6 apply for 
claims 10 and 1 1 in their entireties. 

Regarding claims 13-18 and 20-23, these are method claims 
corresponding to the apparatus claims 1-6 and 8-11. Therefore, claims 13-18 
and 19-23 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to 
claims 1-6 and 8-11, respectively. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 7, 12, 19, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ishii et al. as applied to claims 1 and 13 above. 

Regarding claim 7, Ishii et al. discloses all the limitations as previously 
discussed with respect to claims 1, 4, and 5 including that the index confirming 
unit confirms that the end address is not written in the index area portion, the 
address writing unit writes the address thus stored in the memory as the end 
address into the index area portion (it is obvious to write the end address stored 
in the memory into the index area portion if the end address is not written 
because an end address is needed in order to clarify the end point of the image 
sequence). 

Regarding claim 12, grounds for rejecting claim 7 apply in for claim 12 in 
its entirety. 

Regarding claims 19 and 24, these are method claims corresponding to 
the apparatus claims 7 and 12. Therefore, claims 19 and 24 are analyzed and 
rejected as previously discussed with respect to claims 7 and 12, respectively. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

a. Nakagawa (U.S. Patent 6,246,829) discloses a recording apparatus that 
records the start and end address along with being able to overwrite the 
addresses. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather R. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7368. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs.: 7:00 am - 4:30 pm, and 
every other Fri.: 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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